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INTERIOR DEPT. CHIEF ATTORNEY, STATE GEOLOGIST, 
TO DISCUSS STRATEGIC MINERAL SCARCITIES & THE LAW 
The legal aspects of strategic minerals and scarcities 
affecting the United States will be discussed by David 
Lindgren, chief attorney for the Interior Department, and 
State Geologist James F. Davis at 6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 21, 
at the University of San Diego Law School. 
"Some of these minerals are essential to American 
industry, but are produced only in other countries, 
countries that may not always be friendly to us," said San 
Diego Municipal Court Judge Robert C. Coates, a USD adjunct 
law professor who arranged the program. 
As an example, he cited chromium, a mineral produced 
only in South Africa and the Soviet Union. Given the 
strained relations the U.S. has with these nations, Coates 
said, "we could be in trouble with our supplies of these 
minerals. 
"We already had a problem with petroleum producing 
countries. They played with the prices and they played with 
us." 
The law comes i nto play, he said, when "treaties and 
trade arrangements have to be worked out." 
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Davis and Lindgren will speak from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in 
the Fletcher Reception Hall, as part of the Environmental 
and Natural Resources Law Forum, put together by Coates and 
the law school. 
Under the program, free and open to the public, five to 
six distinguished thinkers and scholars in natural resources 
and environmental law are brought to USD each year. 
A 5 p.m. wine and cheese, sponsored by the USD 
students' Environmental Law Association, will precede the 
program. The speakers will be available to the press at that 
time or other arrangements can be made. 
For more information, please contact John Nunes at 260- -
4682. 
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